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Tireswing Theatre is a versatile ensemble that provides original, fundamentally intelligent and engaging theatrical works that refuse to pander to children or adults.  We will inspire family audiences through the diversity of the world’s rich literature, enchantingly staged with humor and understated elegance.

As of January 1, 2003, Tami Zimmerman Henry and Andrew R. Lines officially founded Tireswing Theatre.  Stemming from Tami’s realization of the necessity of intelligent, art worthy, family oriented theater, and after over ten years in the business, most as a member of Terrapin Theatre, it was decided to “go it alone” in the journey to create theatrical works that derive from her work as an actor, a children’s story writer, and mother of three.  Tami graduated from Syracuse University’s Drama program with a BFA in 1988, and has since performed in numerous staged shows around the Chicagoland community.  Tami hails from Northern Indiana and has been a proud resident of Chicago for the last 15 years.

Andrew R. Lines met Tami last year for a production of The Princess and the Snowman, an original piece for Terrapin Theatre staged at the Chernin Center for the Arts.  Given Andrew’s flair for improvisation and vivid imagination, the collaborative effort spawned a beautiful artistic relationship.  Andrew graduated from Syracuse University with a BFA, also.  A New York native, he has been a member of the Chicago Arts community for the last three years performing in and around the city.  Most of the shows Andrew performed in were aimed at a younger audience.

Among the many shows, scripts and performances possible for Tireswing Theatre, no show will be as original, and awe inspiring as those utilizing the “Transformation Theater” technique.  This style uses no set, no sound cues, and minimal costumes and props.  Using their bodies for everything (and sometimes kazoos), the actors take a loosely scripted show or story and turn it into a fast paced, highly original, and amazingly entertaining piece.  The Princess and the Snowman is one such piece.  Andrew himself played seven characters, including a very energetic royal cat.  The show was such a success, it was brought for two outdoor performances at the Sheffield Garden Walk.

Tireswing’s agenda consists of two indoor main stage shows a year, and one indoor/outdoor traveling summer show.  Tireswing’s vision includes procuring its own space as soon as possible where it can continue to offer theater for all ages, without pander, to the entire Chicagoland community.

2003-2004 Season:

Summer show:

“The Lion’s Gifts”, African folk tale in “Nelson Mandela’s favorite stories”


An account of species’ physical traits, and how they got them.

Fall Show:

Jabberwocky, by Lewis Carroll


A “Choose your own adventure” play performed at the Lakeshore Theater.

Spring: “The Soul Cages”, adapted by Tami Zimmerman Henry

Irish version of the long known, sea swimming, mer-man tales performed at the Loop Theater and sponsored by the Dept. of Cultural Affairs

2004-2005 Season:

Summer Show: “Iagoo the Story teller”- Native American tales

“Transformation”—to be performed around Chicago including the Lakeshore Theater

 

Fall: One Day the Hodja, Turkish folk tales

A collection of vignettes from a middle-east perspective; to be performed at the Mercury Theater

Spring: The Five Lotus Blossoms


Asian folk-lore, adapted by Tami Zimmerman Henry

In the future:

Rumplestiltzkin- an adaptation by Tami Zimmerman Henry


An updated, politically centered, modern version.

The Legend of Lushmore, adapted by Tami Zimmerman Henry


Shrek-esque, hunchback anecdote.

Hawaiian tales

The Baron in the Trees, Italian folk tale- retold by Italo Calvino

“It’s our turn”, by Tami Zimmerman Henry and Andrew R. Lines

What happens if all the “evil” characters from your favorite stories come together for a fantastic adventure?!
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